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f 1. A Russisn mining expadition 1s operating in northern Sinkiang

| Provinee in en avea roughly designated as 47° North and 90° East, They are
mining amd purchasing varicus minerals of which these containing tungaten
appear to be more in demand. In fact, highest prioces are paid for those con~
taining wolfranite and other nminerals containing the highest percentage of
tungsten, There is no indicatiion of any actlvity in this arsa with respect
to uranium-bearing minerals.

| 2, This expedition originally came from the vicinity of Take Zaisan,

E aod ssemed most interested in locating and colleocting tungsten ninerals,

Hative labor waas utilized in eeveral ways. The prospecting wes conducted by
three or four Ruesian geologists, assisted by ahout twelve Kasalh matives,
The subsequent mining operations were surface cutiings on a amall scale, Ho
heavy pachinery was apparent, Some native labor was enployed directly, while
ﬁcr natlvss ‘oollected minerels on their om and sold their collection to

3. Theoremtnlmnbytnmkfromtbjsmtom“nmldmimﬁfrm :
thers taken by truck over ons of the roade into East Kaznkhstan, possibly the
road that goss through Zaisan, Thers 18 also activity in the mres of Puerhtsin,
Eﬂimtesof_themmtofmukmmtplmit_atmmmmmmpor
wook, but this is considered high, wecause of transportation difficulties,

- 4o An airfisld hes been comstructed in the vicinity of Shara-Sume, and
Russian planes come in regularly, With the exception of guards traveling on
the ore trucks, most of the Ruasian persomal oome and go by air transportation,

25X1 :bmm_rm_ur S —
25X1 | Eocording to that wining

. gport, a Soviet ax-
25X1  pedTtion entered the Ashan Zome of Northern Sinkiang, in May 1946, Tne

expedition was acconpanied by Red Army persomnel as guards, An eirfield “?ﬂs//
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voportedly established at Chengiue (Shara-Sume, 47° 13° N, 89° 38! E). The
wining expeditdon is epgnged in nindng and ypurchasing Dexyl, Spodunenc,
Golunbyet, and a vaguely identified mineral, thought to be Bismthinite.

“hié rnines are at Chenghue end Foven., The main Russian interest seemed teo be

in Colunhyed.

Thin Ruagion activity is possible becsuso the area is in the bands of
the vobol forces, the so-celled Ining Group. These rebel forces apparently
ecoperate with Rupsians operating in this aves, vithout any pernission fron
the Sinkiang Provincial Government.)
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